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off the cloth, gets up, and after dancing for a short while be-
hind the curtain, makes his appearance. This is done for each
character, and each mask is carefully wrapped and put away after
it is used. This is not for showmanship since it is always done
inside the booth and out of sight of the public.

Comic Characters in the Topeng

As the play develops, the various characters are introduced,
starting with the usual clowns, the servants of the prime minis-
ters of the kings involved.

Only the clowns speak in topeng performances and they wear
half-masks that leave the mouth free, while the finer characters
use pantomime. The absurd clowns are clumsy, with stiff wild
hair and bulbous noses: one is a shy little man with eyes bulging,
who lisps and moves with birdlike gestures; the other is a coarse
character with terrifying hollow eyes, large holes in his mask,
through which the actor's own eyes can be seen. He has an
unkempt moustache and a monstrous hare-lip. After them ap-
pear the refined old men with red faces and masses of white hair,
high-tempered prime ministers, and young princes with smiling,